Abdominal Physical Signs and Medical Eponyms: Part I. Percussion, 1871-1900.
Percussion is derived from the Latin word to hear and to touch. Percussion of the abdomen is used to detect areas of tenderness, dullness within an area of tenderness suggestive of a mass, shifting dullness representing fluid or blood, splenic, hepatic and bladder enlargement, and free air in the peritoneum. Covered are abdominal signs of percussion attributed as medical eponyms from the time period beginning in the mid-late nineteenth century. Described is historical information behind the sign, description of the sign, and implication in modern clinical practice. PubMed, Medline, online Internet word searches, textbooks and references from other source text. PubMed was searched using the Medical Subject Heading (MeSH) of the name of the eponyms and text words associated with the sign. Percussion signs defined as medical eponyms were important discoveries adopted by physicians prior to the advent of radiographs and other imaging and diagnostic techniques. The signs perfected during this time period provided important clinical cues as to the presence of air within the peritoneum or rupture of the spleen.